
About Staying with the 
Trouble 

 

A symposium with Donna Haraway     
(UC Santa Cruz, USA) 

 

On Wednesday, March 29, 2017 from 
10:00am to 05:00pm 

 
10:00am-12:30pm: Plenary talk by Donna Haraway, in-
troduced by Isabelle Stengers (ULB) & discussion. In 
English. 
 
02:00pm-05:00pm: Exchanges around Staying with the 
Trouble (Duke UP, 5676) with Donna Haraway, Katrin 
Solhdju (FWO-VUB), Isabelle Stengers, Aline Wiame 
(ULB), Benedikte Zitouni (USL-B), other members of 
the GECo & general discussion. In English with ques-
tions taken in French. 

 
At Université Libre de Bruxelles, room Darwin 

(Campus de la Plaine, Forum C) 

A one-day symposium organized by the GECo-Group of Constructivist Studies  
(ULB) & the FNRS contact group « Pragmatiques de la Terre »  



“We live in disturbing times, mixed-up times, troubling and turbid times,” so says Don-
na Haraway in her most recent book Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the Chthu‐
lucene (Duke University, 645$). The challenge then “is to become capable, with each oth-
er in all of our bumptious kinds, of response.” However, becoming respons-able, that is 
literally able to respond, requires a strict refusal of both techno fixes (e.g. geo-
engineering) and cynical withdrawal (e.g. ‘It’s game over (anyways)!’). It requires, Hara-
way insists, the making of SF (scientific fact, science fiction, string figures, speculative 
fabulation, socialist feminism, so far…) and of (hi)stories and practices one must tell in 
experimental ways. And this she does in her book. Staying with the trouble is particular-
ly generous that way. The book makes us feel that the so urgently required answers to 
the extreme violence of climate-change, overpopulation, pollution, extinctions of spe-
cies, mental and political devastations, and other increasingly pressing matters of our 
time, cannot and should not rely on the intellectual capacities and imaginations of sin-
gle authors only. Instead, collective cultures of staying with the trouble are needed. The 
book consequently offers a multiplicity of lures or invitations to go on and further to-
gether, conceptually and through dense storytelling, thus taking up the task of making 
kin.   

Practically, the conference will start with a presentation of the book by Donna Haraway, 
briefly introduced by Isabelle Stengers, and followed by a first exchange with the audi-
ence. In the afternoon, Staying with the trouble will be discussed and put into play 
through a plurivocal exchange involving Haraway, Stengers and other members of the 
GECo (Group of Constructivist Studies at the ULB).  For Haraway’s work has intrigued 
and interested, fed and stimulated, the GECo for a long time and our aim is to carry this 
alliance further, as well as to draw the audience into its entanglements. As in the book, 
what is at stake at the end of the day is a collective weaving and thickening of thought 
and feeling.  

Welcome! 


